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Cameras Set
To Picture
"Saucers"

WASHINGTON (A.A.P.) -
The U.S. Air

Force announced yesterday that it had
installed "flying saucer cameras" to
help find an explanation of mysterious,
radar-confirmed objects reported
streaking through the skies.

THE cameras, set up at
Air Force bases in 33

States, are designed to

analyse moving lights to
determine whether they are

merely insubstantial glows
or come from identifiable
material objects.

The announcement re-

flected the Air Force's
official concern over a num-
ber of unexplained reports
of flying saucers, which it

has not been able to write
off, either as man-made ob-
jects or known phenomena.

These
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These sightings have been
made both visually and by
radar.

&nbsp;

About 75 cameras have
been installed. They are

called "diffraction grat-
tan" devices which separ-
ate light into ¡ts compon

ent parts and register
them on film.

Astronomers use similar
equipment to determine the
composition of stars.

"Flying saucers" have
been reported sporadically
since 1947, but the Air
Force has received the re-

ports with scepticism.
lt reiterated yesterday

that a majority of all re-

ported sightings had been
found to be either air-
craft, balloons, or other
such objects, or to be
meteors and planets.

In a new "fact sheet" the
Air Force emphasised that
the "unexplained aerial

phenomena are not a secret

weapon, missile, or aircraft
developed by the United
States."

Lack Evidence
IT also stated that "no
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authentic physical evi-
dence has been received es-

tablishing the existence of

space ships from
other plan-

ets."

An Air Force spokesman
said about 75 cameras has
been set up where "sau-
cers" frequently had been

reported in the past.
The cameras were installed

last May, but because of a

difficulty with lenses no sat-
isfactory pictures were ob-
tained, a spokesman said.

Now the cameras were being
fitted with new lenses.

The Air Force said that
in each of the unexplained
sightings, "the object ap-
peared at night time and
had the appearance of sim-
ple lights." They also ap-

peared on radar scopes.

Temperature inversion, an

atmospheric phenomena in
which warm and cool air
layers become transposed, has
been found to create false
targets on the radar scope.
But these would not be con-

firmed visually.

During 1952, the bumper
year for saucer sightings,
1700 reports were received
by the Air Force. Of these
70 per cent, came from civ-
ilians.

The Air Force said 20 per
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cent of the sightings were

"unexplainable on the
basis of information re-

ceived."

In the first half of this

year, the Air Force said, only
250 reports were received,
nearly 50 per cent, of them
from liitary sources. The
number of "unexplainable
sightings" dropped 10 per
cent.

The Air Force said "the

drop in unexplained sightings
was largely due to the in-
creased accuracy and the
completeness of reports being
received."


